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9.30am Conference Opening 
Chair: Caroline Bennett, Associate Director for 
Social Care – Council for Disabled Children

9.45am An Inspirational Story
Patrick Samuel is an emerging artist who uses 
daily art therapy to help him manage his 
Asperger’s syndrome. His art enables him to 
build up his social skills and look to the future. 
He shares his story of his path to discovering 
art and the benefits it has for him in this 
inspirational story.
Patrick Samuel, Asperger Artist 

10.15am Education, Health and Care Plans 
Update
The changes brought about by the Children 
and Families Act have been in place for just 
over three years, with only a few months left 
before full transition from Statements to  
EHCPs have to be completed. Laxmi will give  
an overview on: Actual changes brought about 
by the Act; changes that should be happening 
but are not happening and how this can be 
put right; changes to appeals to the Special 
Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal; key 
case law which has helped to shape the ‘new’ 
law. 

Laxmi Patel, Senior Associate Solicitor – 
Boyes Turner

10.45am Morning break

11.15am Navigating Transition
What happens at transition? What is the 
reality of the move to adult services? How can 
parents successfully navigate the process and 
make it work for their child? What advice is 
there for parents to help their child achieve 
the best possible future? How can we support 
young people to be as involved as possible in 
decisions about their future? 
Wendi Ogle-Welbourn, Executive Director: 
People and Communities – Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough Councils

11.45pm Workshops
Benefits
Dial Peterborough

Assistive Technology
Iansyst

Volunteering Matters 
Clare Rennison – Volunteering Matters

12.30pm Lunch

1.30pm Employment – What Businesses are 
doing and how to tap into it
What are businesses doing to employ 
young people with additional needs? Which 
large organisations are disability confident/
friendly? How can young people maximise 
their opportunities to find meaningful work?
Wayne Smithies, Recruitment Manager – 
Purple 

2.00pm Workshops Repeated

2.45pm Afternoon break

3.00pm Education Options and the Future
The importance of Transition at Year 9 – 
what you should be doing and how to do it? 
What are the current education options for 
young people with additional needs? What 
do parents need to know to ensure the best 
education for their child? How do they access 
it? What are their routes to adult life after 
school or college?
Claire Dorer, Chief Executive – NASS 

3.30pm Housing – Steps to Independent 
Living
Wherever a young person aspires to live, 
they should be supported to become as 
independent as they can. What are the housing 
options to support young people in building 
their independence? How do they access 
these? What support and life skills should 
they expect? How will these set them up for 
the future? What is the housing pathway for 
many young people depending on their level 
of support and need?

4.00pm Summary and Close 
Chair – Caroline Bennett, Associate Director 
for Social Care – Council for Disabled 
Children
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